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OfBciil Rtfort of tho Firit Sottion. 

Volumo LXX. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act» 193S. 

Tjif Asskmbly ujet in the AH^eiiihly Hoime, ('alrutta, on Tnenday, the 
]4tli May, i-4h. at p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. S]>t*aker (Mr. 1). rir\i)r)iN(., (M.e.. and •^uhstMpiently the Htm'ble 
Khan Bahadur Nntri, Amin) in (he (’hair, S Hon’hle MiiuHtern and ).?•((( 
lllelnhel^. 

Oath. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Mr. D. Cladding). Ladies and ^entletoen, it theie 
an> irieinher jire^eMt wlio ha*' not \et taken the ]»re*>terihe«l oath, lie tuny do 
.<0 noM at the Secretar\’> table. 

The Secretary (Mr. K. Ali Atzaii administered the oath »»r uttinnation of 
ailegiance to (he ( komi t<> (Ite iollowin^'* memhers: 

(^1} Mr. Daniher Sin^di (;urun^% 

(2) Mr. I’rasanna Deh Uaikut, 

, (d • Mr. Sure.sh ( liandra Da*, (iiipla, 

(4> Mr. Anandilall Pod<lar, 

(•'m Mr. Murtaza Uaza ('howtlhuiy, 

((*> Mr. Blip Xaravan Hf»\ . and 
(7 > Mr. Henuinta Kumar Basil. 

Adjournment motion. 

[Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr Sjieakei. I R.ve miue lor 
Jno%'inp an adjournment niotinn toi disriissini»^ a matter of urgent puldio 
importance of recent occurreiHe. nain<*l\. (he t*vi<'tion o( (to* Flindu euUi* 
vators from (heir tespi'clive lands in ( har Noaparu in Bunajifhat nuFulivi'<JOni 
ol Nadia district and thereafter settling? (hone lundn with Muslim eultivalor* 
belonging to Kant Bengal districts. 

Sir, I find that soniehody signed refusing eonseiil : he is m4 
Mr. Gladding who ha<l been appointed Speaker on the 4th of Ma\ by HU 
Kxcellency the (lovenior. But soiiieh(»d\ else signe4l S, N. Ah. I di> not 
know' if that S. N. Ali is Mr. Syed Nausher Ah and in still functioning 
on the 14th May. I know that Mr. (Hadding is functioning on the 14l!i 
May as Speaker. So it i« not the Speaker who has signed i( hut somebody 
else. So, Sir, I ask tor your consent and after 1 Imve received your eonseni 
I shall ask for leave to move the motion. It in a verv’ impprtant motion, 
and there has Fieen a precedent, hut it has iHfeii overruleil hy an unauthorised 
person. 

Mr# iPEAKER: Order, order. It is true that I was appointed to 
cairy out |he duties of the Speaker by His Excellency the Governor 
tnl^i^tion (3) of section Go of the Government of India Act. but uasSif 
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^ pmiwo to sub-flection (if) of that section Mr. Nausher Ali oontiiiued 
to be Speaker until this Assembly met this afternoon. The proYiao reads 
"‘pjovitled that, whenever the Assembly is dissolved, the Speaker shall not 
vacufe hifl office until immediately before the first meeting of the Assembly 
after the dissolution”^ 

Mr, dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA; Mr. Speaker, Sir, if yf>u will read 
eluu«e (-), you will find tljat clause (3) will not apply because, as soon 
HH the Speaker ceases to be a lueiuber of the Assembly, his speakership 
That is provided in sub-section (J^) of section G-3 imd, therefore, 
Mr. Sye<l Naush(*r Ali, liavin^*^ ceased to he a member of the Bengal 
i/egi-ilutive Assembly, cannot possibly continue as Speaker umler the provi- 
sions of clause (3h May 1 read out section HoY Clause (/) provides for 

the election of Speaker and Deputy Speaker and clause {‘J) provides “a 

member holding office as Speaker or l)epu(> Speaker of an Assembly shall 
\ acute his office if he censes to he a member oi the Assembly, may at anv 

lime resign his office by writing . . Therefore, Mr. Syed Nausher Ali 

not having been elected a member of (he Assembly ceased to be the Speaker 
and the provisions of clause (3t will not apply. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. 1 beg to add further that it is 
very i lear that Mr. 1). Gladding, c.i.h., a member of tiie Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, is tlic only authoiiset! Speakio- and will perform tin* duties of 
the Speak(*r. The order is very clear. The (jovernor passed the order on 
the -Ith May. The order reads as follows: In exercise of (lie power conferred 
by sub-section f.'J) of section do of the Government of India Act, 1935, ] 
hereby appoint Mr. I). (rla«ldiiig, c.i.k., a member of the Hfoigal Legis- 
lative Assembl>. to perform the duties <»[ the Speaker ol tin* said Asaeiiibl.'y 
until the Speaker in elected. 

TIhmc is no room for doubt whether Mr. Syed Nausher Ali will act as 
Speaker or Mr. D. Gladding. The order is verv clear. There is nc 
ambiguity about it. 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 teol eouHdent that your view not c()rn‘ct. Tlu 
pioN to sub-section ch*arly overriiles vwiy ]»ro}»osition in lln‘ substan 
t»v»‘ part ot clause {3\. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (Vrtainly, sub-.section (f^) shouh 
control and guide the proceedings of this meeting today. Sub-section 
says: "A memlxM bobling othee Speaker or l)»*puty Speaker of at 
Assembly shall vueate Ins t»ttice . . . Tlu- order js impi'r.ilive. It i. 
mandatory. It is not *’ma,\ vacate his office . It is “shall vacate hi 
office** if he ceases to be a member of the AssiUnbly. Since he is not electet 
u member ot tjte new Assembly, he ctnises t»> be a membcT «d tl»e .Vssembb 
and shall vacati’ liis office. 


Mr, JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir. may 1 just elaiairate thi 
point. You will notice, Sir. first ot all clause {!) provides that th 
rroviueiul Legislative Assembly sliall, as s<»on as may be, chm^e twi 
members ot the As’semblx to be respectively Speaker and Denuty Speuke 
thereof. Then the ne\t clause provides how a Speaker shall vacate lu 
office and ceaae to he a S]Hniker. That says clearly: “A member hoi (Luj 
office as SjH'aker or Deputy Sjieaker of an Assembly shall vacate his offic 
if h« ceusofl to be a member of the Assembly ’*. Then after lie vucatea bi 
office, the proviso contemplates the Speaker continuing as Speaker after tu 
dissolution, but on the hapjiening of the event of his not bemff a memws 
of l,egislative Assembly, be can never act ss Sjieaker. You can nc 
elect a iierson who is not a member of the Legislative Assembly as speaKei 
If there was any provision that members of J^is Assembly could elect aomt 
body who is not a member of the Legislative Assembly as Sp^er,^ the 
MMiMakiue could 1»« »«<*•. Tl>* quoUfictioB 

elfthid hi SpWfcter ii the (jualifioation of membership of the Legiiia^i 
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Assembly. A« soon as he ceases to he a member ol the LeRiskllve 
Assembly, he ceases to be a Speaker. Therefore, this proviso will not be 
of avail in a case in which the Speaker has already cea.sed t<» W Speaker by 
ceasing to be a member of the Assembly for any reastni whatever. If he 
has resigned, he cannot possibly act under the prt^viso. If his membership 
has lapsed, he cannot possibly do so and, as has been pointed out, if he did 
continue as Speaker, there was no necessity for the Governor to appoint 
you, Sir, to discharge the functions and the office of the Speaker. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUT7-MAZUM0AR: Mr. Speaker, may I invito 
jour attention to another claiist^ which makes the position perfectly clear. 
Clause (3) of section (>o says; AVhile the office ot Speaker is vacant, the 
duties of the office shall he pertormed by tbe Deputy Speaker t>r, if ’he 
office of Deputy Speaker is afs«) vacant, by siu'h member of the Assembly 
as the Governor may in his discretion appoint tor the purpose, and during 
any absence of the Speaker from .my sitting ot tie- Asv,*jnb!> the Deputy 
Speaker or, if he is also absent, ^ut'b person as may be determined by tbe 
rules of procedure of the As'-embly, or, if no ‘^uch person is present, such 
other jierson as may be dotemiined by tbe A^sMinbl), shall act as Speaker 

Now, both the offices ot the Speaker U'. wtdl O', ut tlu‘ Deputx SpeaktU' 
having fallen vacant, occasion a:o>e tor the lio\«*Ti»oi to apjn>int .i Spi'uker 
foi tins particular meeting undoi tbe ))iovi>ions ot ilause yi) ot "potion fio. 
Therefore, there can be no ({uestion ot an\ other Speaker being in existence 
with a view to giving his consfut or withhobling his coii'-cnt to any notice 
of motion given toda>. Theret<»re, | suhinil. the procedure alleged to i.ave 
been ailojited in connection with the rejection of tiie notice of adjournment 
motion given b\ Mr. Kurnlii doe'» not hold goo<i and 1 submit, Sii. that you 
are called upon to consider the matter and either to give your eonstoit or 
liecide otbeiwi«^e at \our discretion. 

Mr. HfSHITIIA NATH KUNOU: I will add another senlenee m.w. 
Sir. The appointment of the Speaker was made hv an order passeij on the 
4th May It this ordei .stands, there will be two Speakers ot the Assembly 
if, as y)u say, Mr. Syed Naiisbcr Ah was the Spe.iki r till the Idtli, Gfl 
the 4th there was one Speaker. Mr. D. Gludding, i.i.K.. was appointed 
another .Speaker under (Muuse .So, there were two Speakers function* 

ing in Hengal. one umler the proviso anil another h> the aptKiintnienl order 
of the (i(»veruor. This i.*. a po-Nition whiidi i*. untenahle. \Ve cannot think 
of sucli a position tiiat two Spcakei^ will function together in Ifengal from 
the 4tli May. lIMti, oih* in the ( liambei ami another outsidi* the (‘hambet. 

[n. Hofl’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 tuki the liWrty ot 
supporting your ]>oint of view'. Sii. Mver\oiie ceased to be a ii»enibi»r ol the 
A.sseinblv when the House wa*> di'-'>ol\ed. At tin* •'ume time, it is quite 
clear that Mr. Naiisher Ah continued to be the Sp^siker. Therefore, tlie 
mere tact that tbe Sjieakei 4•»•a^^•d to be a nieiiiber of the .Asj*eiiibl\ does 
not imply that he w;ll not continue to be a Speaker until the new' lb 
has m(*t. The onlii point that can be raisi‘d b\ my friemls opposite is that 
he has not been elected again. No one become.s a nieinWr ot the Assembly 
until he comes to this House and takes the oatl.. Then he is in a jawti.on 
to participate in tbe functions of the AsM»iiibl\, 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY! A member has first of ail to be elected. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROYt I can also emphasize this 
point by informing tiie Hou.se that when section wan promulgated, 
Mf. Nauaher Ali s emoluments, although he continued to be the Speaker, 
war© auspendedi but ns »oou as section was revoked — and that was even 
aCInr Mr. Nausher Ali was not elected as a member of the House — his emolii- 
have begun to run at once. 

;Mf, NiiHITHA NATH KUNDUs Who kndbra that the Accomiiant* 
Bengal, would not object f 
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TfM HOfl’bla Mr. H. tUHRAWAHDY: Therefore, in iaw, Sir, i 
continue* to be the Speaker until such time ns you take the Chair in tfi 
Houm*. 

Mr. NIMARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Si 
There can be no miention of taking it for granted that emoluments are (h 
to Mr. Nausher Ali, because that is a question of law, and that partrcul 
point, Sir, I nubmit, is out of order. The very fact that the (Govern 
exercised his power in view of the fact that the office of the Speaker w 
vacant, under clnuse (o) of section fio, rule.s out altogether any confentic 
that Mr. Nausher Ali could have Wen functioning as Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER • I adhere to mv view that the office of Speaker was n 
vacant until the House usHeiiibled at 2-‘10 this atteTnoon. The proviso 
sub-seciion (i/) of lection 00 deprives the (iovernor ot an> supjKiHed pou^ 
ao long as Mr. Nausher Ali was still alive and able to perform his function 
to make anybody else act as SjM*aker belure this House assenibWl^ 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMOAR: Sir, will you kiuclly war 
the ordinary rules for notice of adjournment motion and reconsider tl 
motion in view of the fact that so many people who were using and occup 
the lands from time iniiuemorial limler lawful settlement have be^ 
evicted in spite of the order giving consent from the Board of Revenue 
stay the eviction. The order of the District Magistrate was in contrave 
tion and defiance of the order of the Board of Revenue. 

Th« Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, cun he make 
statement on the floor cd‘ the House at this staged 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, you are trying to make the spoei 
which you would make if the motion of adjoirnment w(*re allowed. I ho 
that consent to the motion has been refused by competent authority, and 
legret that I am not prepared to open the matter again. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sii> 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point (»f order? 

Mr. NIHARENOU OUTT-MAZUMDAR: The point ot <)rder is thi 
Would 1 be in order, Sir. in moving an adjournmeut motion when tli 
House has uctuallv assembled and whether the Speaker occupying ti 
Chair would be called upon to consider that motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not completely conversant with the rules but 
seems to me possible that rule IIG gives the Speaker discretion, in exoe 
tional circumstances, to reconsider a refusal of conM*nt and to grunt couse 
on s«oond thoughts. '' — 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will you reconsider tli 
adjournment motion? 

(Cries of “no, no” from the Government Benches.) 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERtlEE: In tlie (entral Assembly the Speak 
decided to allow an atljournment motion to be moved on that very dj 
after the election of the Speaker. 

Mr, JYOTI BABU: Sir, there is another adjournment motion of wlii 
I gave notice about the statement of the Hon’ble Mr. Sulirawpdy On li 
asauming office as Minister regarding the release of piditioal prisoners, m 
I beg leave of the House to move this motion for adjournment of the Hou 
and iliscuss this important matter whi^ is before ns. In view of the di 
Qussions which have taken place on the previous motion I find that I ha 
also been refused consent by one Mr. S. N. Ali, but I should lik^ to point i 
that it it also within your* discretion at this very moment to allow us 
adjourn this House for discussing this important matter conceminr ii 
idease ol the political prisoners. I think we will not get any further oiap 
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to move thkrf adjournment motion this session Wcaus 
wiioum todnj. I, therefore, submit that this motion s 
immediateijr. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not propose t(» review the 
Sir. Nausher Ali refusing consent. The matter must piV a w n e i lem wi ui 
idosed. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMOAR. May I hand over inv motion 
to you, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, Sir. I am not prepau'd to eon^ider it. 

Eloction of Spotkor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, we uill now proteed to the 
election ot the Speaker ot thw Assembly. The iollowing eandidates have 
been duly mmiinated lor the post of Speaker: — 

tl) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Afzal propo.'ied h\ Mi. A. R. ' 
hazlul Hu(j and seconded l>\ Khun Sahib Hatton .V1J\ . 

(2) Khan Bahadur Nunil Amin piop(»’<ed by Khan Suhih Hamiiluiidiu 
Ahmed and .seconded by Mr. Abdul Karim. 

As there In more tlian one candidate, we must resort to electiim by ballot. 
Will the Secrt‘tar\ ring tlu* bell tor tbiee minute'*!" 

(The bell was then rung.) 

While the hell is ringing, members wlio de^ne to do so may examine 
the ballot boxe.s which are now m the centre o( the Hou'^e. 

(Jrder, order. The House is about to elect a Speakei lo ballot. Tlu* 
names of the candidate.s arc — 

(1» Klian Bahadur S\ed Muhammad Afzal. 

(2) Khan Babadur Nurul Amin. 

Let me explain to members who may not ha\e been here betoie that the 
balloT is secret and that the jirocedure will be a*t tollows; 

(1 I I'ljere are six ballot boxe" The> aie now in I heir appointed pLu es 
at the entrances to the |(d»bies. 

(2) ( lose to 1 ‘acli ballot box will be tound a ■•cieened jdaee wilhiu 
w'liK h members ni.i) record their votes protected from (diservai nui, 

(d > Kach member will be gi\en a ballot papei on winch will be loiind 
the names ot the two candidates. 

(4> Kach member will record bis vote by marking a cross against the 
name of the caridi<latc whom he prefers. The cro.ss should be 
made in pencil r.ithcr than in ink. No signature or initial 
should be written on the ballot paper It an\ wilting that might 
disclose identity appears on the ballot paper, the ballot jnijier 
will be liable to be rejected. 

t'l) After recording his vote in the .screened place, each voter wdll told 
his ballot paper, emerge from the screened place and put the 
folded paprt' into the ballot box outride the screened jdacf*. 
Having done this he will please return to the f’liainber and resume 
bi.s seat. Not more than one member shall l»e in the screened 
place at the same time. 

(C) MemWs sitting in the west of the gangway will please vote in the 
west lobbie.s. (It her members will please vote in the east 
lobbies. 


The House virill now^ proceed to vote. 

\Mn NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMOAR: Mr. Speaker. Sir, will you 
^leiiaed to direct that these instrucjUoQs mtu* be explained in Bengali for 
of those who may not underttand English? 



ELECTION OF SPEAKEE. 


[14th Mat, 


that the respective party whips might do 

(Voting proceeded and iiiemhers resumed their seats,) 

Order, order. Is there any memher present who has not recorded his 
vote hut wishes to do so? 

( Pause.; 

May I take it that everybody present who desired to vote has recorded 
his vote? 

( Pause.; 

Tln'n I declare the ballot closed. Let the ballot boxes be brouglit in. 

(Pause.; 

The House lias hallotted. Two ballot papers have been rejected. The 
resalt of the ballot is as follows: — 

Khun Bahadur Sye<l Muhammad Afzul — 9‘h 
Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin — KJ7. 

(('lieers from Muslim lieague Benches.) 

I declare Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin to be elected Speaker of the 
Bengal Legislative Asseinhly, 

Khan Bahadur NURUL AMIN (whoi standing up in his place, was 
received with general cheers): Ladie.s and gentlemen, I beg to oifei nt\ 
lieariy thanks to you all for having done me the lionour this evening by 
electing me Spiniker n\ the Bengal liCgislative A.ssembly, 

(At this stage Khan Saiiib llaniiduddiii Ahmed, the prr>pos<‘r ami 
Mr. Abdul Karim, the stumnder, led Mr. S])eaker to the (Tiair. i 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr Sptak^r, Sir. on iKlmli 
of the House, my eollcagues and myself I otter you our cordial telieilat ifUis 
o» 4 .^vour election to the liigli (dtice ot Speaker of tliis Asstoiihls. Altln^^ugh. 
Sir, .\ou arc new to thiN Hou.se \ou lui\e been a memlier of the I’pper 
I'liamher, 1 believe, almost since it.s iiuu'ption and you are lull\ imliiied 
M'ith its high and dignified traditions. As a (liairman of tin* District Boani 
of Mymensingh you have conducted your duties with conspicuous ahi‘it> 
uud have earned for yourself a great reputation and enjoyed the confidence 
of tlioae who have come in contact with you and have seeu your work. You 
aie used to giving quick decision and you have given proof of judgment and 
character, and we are certain, Sir, that under your Speakership we shall 
not only get quick hut just uud imnartial decisions that will not bring 
(li.scredit to this Parliament of Bengal. I urn sure, Sir, that in the disehargo 
ot the duties of your higli office and in guiding the deliberations of this 
House impartially and witlomt bias you will receive the eo-operation of all 
sections of this House in upholding its dignity, its efiiciency and in main- 
taining its privileges. I wish you. Sir, every success. 

Mr* KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, on behalf of the Congress Assembly 
Party I offer our warmest congratulations to you on your election as 
SpeaKer of this House. The great ottice to which you have been elected, 
Mr. Speaker, carries with it great responsibility. You are, Sir, the 
eustodiau of the privileges aud liberties of this House. You are also the 
('ustodian of the privileges and liberties of every member of this House. 
May I say in this connection that we who are in minority, who are the 
Opposition, will require your assistance more than those who have the 
strength of numbers. Mr. Sj>eaker, tinre is tradition in the British House 
of Coinmuns that the Speaker after elbetitm ceases to be a member ot any 
jwirty. Ton have been a nominee of the Mualiin League. I respectful! 
recommend the tradition ^of the British House of Commans to you for yo* 
gui^nee and eonsideratian. 
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Mr. Sp^ilcer, I know that no Speaker can j^uide the deUWratiniu of a 
House propeidy without the help and co*operation of all sections of the 
House. So far as we are concerned I can give you assurance that \'OU will 
get our sui^rt in the discharge of your duties. I hope, Sir, wWn the 
time will come for you to lay down your office it will be said of you iW 
you have given your assistance to every person irrespective of p.irties, that 
you have given decisions fearlessly and fairly, that you have guided the 
debates of this House in a wa\ that we debated without bitterness and 
differed without rancour. 1 once more wisli you '*uccess in the discharge of 
your duties. 

Mr. D. CLADDING! Mi. Spcukei, Sir, in the alwcin‘e (*f our Leader^ 
Mr. Walker, I heg to offer you the cioigratulationN and gomt m islies of (he 
European (iroup on \our appointment t(» the Speaker ^ ('hair. You will be 
fully conscious of the high obligations (»t \o\n tittiic. You arc to coinider 
yotirself lifted out of politics and divorcetl from ]Ki!t\. Y<»u aic to secure 
a fair hearing lor every section ot^the Hou>c. You at** to see that business 
is not improperly rushed by tiie (fovernment. and ei|U.»Il\ to sec that it is 
not unduly prolonged h> those who may find themselves (upposcd (o thn 
Government. Your consent is neccssaiy to all motions, ami \ou are stde 
arbiter in the case of adjournment nioti4inN Ymi are expc 4 ‘t<M| to tletdiia 
points of order with all possible despatch, remeinhenng that tin* prerogative 

yours alone and that the llciiise. howevi*r anxious to a>sisl \on. is ncU a 
jury or an assessor witli whom vour rexporiHilnlitN 4‘an he shared 

Lust hut not least, >ou are to keep all in order exacting paiiianieuiarv 
conduct from us and a iaithful oh.MOvame of the luh*** ot pnaodure. In 
your endoavrtur to (io all these tlnngs \ou >'iil ineiil the ' ipp'Ot of 
the whole ll(ius»', and will alw'ays ha\e the suppoit ot llo* Knropcan Gum;), 
We look up to vou. Sii, with confidence, and wi**!! >o\i a happy term of 
office. 

Mr. ilYOTI B/VSU: Su. on hehalt of the Cominunut tiiouji. I offei \oU 
oui heartfelt eongratulatio'is on >oui lieing eleeieil a^ Sp<’.»ket , and in this 
eonneefion I would jiut like to mention that as u \ei\ ^mal! niinoiiis party 
in*rtis ILuim* we would always want to ^eek your ji!ol(*riioii in ordtU’ to 
place our views in this Hou.se and esju*ei.ill\ ]>e«ans4‘ in tins sesnion w»* me 
meeting in a moiinmtfms time wlien H4*ngal is ta< ing .i serious eruis. I aiU 
quite sure that unli'.ss you give us vmr jirotiv’tion ;»ml impart justice all 
round it will he iinpossihle for thi* other paities hesidi's the (iovernmen! to 
confrihiite to the hnilding of n new unit4‘d Hengal whielt wc* hope l4) achieve 
in the near future. 

Mr, MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Mr Speaker. Sir, 1 rise to 
offer you my congratulution.s on your being ehetiMl tit the tiignifiinl office of 
the Speaker 4)f the Bengal Legislative AKseiiihl\ J d<t not pr^tpose to take 
too long a time of the House by ad4liiig t4t the 4 I 101 U** (»f feli4*itiitiofi» whioU 
Lave been showereil upon you frimi the difl4Tent si4j4*s. mtr shall 1 try (0 
remind vou of the duties with which you will he invt steil us thf‘ Speaker 
of this dignified body for 1 hoiM* \4ui will kfi4»w these very s4ion. The 
Hon’ble Iveader of the H<»use has alreadx lohl us afamt the various offices 
you held before being called upon ti) assume the ilignified office of the 
Speaker of this Asscmblv. No doubt if is true that you are new to this 
House, but you have been a member of (he Bengal liegislative ( ouncil for 
years now* anti m your variou.s uctiyities before you came to this House >ou 
nave endeareil yourself to those with whom you were called upon t4Gi work 
and you also earned this reputation of giving wise guiifance to thow^ wdth 
whom you had the opportunify of working so long. 

Now, Sir, you have been called to this office wbi'^h is beset with some 
amount of difficulty. But in xdew of the assurances gi%*en to you by the 
Hon^ble licader of the House as also the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposi* 
tiun, I only hope and trust that it will be p<issible for you to pick and choose 
and to do your verj’ best in guiding the deliberations of the Houae, I do 
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not. day aaything mare but pray to God Almighty that he might keep you 
ixi good health, »o that you may have a soimd mind in a sound body to llis- 
chiijge your onerous duties to our own satisfaction. 

With these words, Sir, I otfer you once again our sincere congratulations. 

Mr. G. C. p. WILKS: Sir, on behalf of the Anglo-Indian Group, 1 
offer you our sincerest congratulations and good wishes on your election to 
the ottice of Speaker of this House. 1 assure you of the co-operation and 
support of my friends and myself in the discharge of your duties. I would 
request you to bear in mind that we are one of the very small minoritio^ 
ill this Assembly and we look to you for justice and goodwill in the dis- 
cdiarge of your duties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 iadies and gentlemen, I once more take this oppoi- 
tunity of expre.ssing my deep .sense of gratitude and thanks to you for having 
elerte<l me as Speaker ot this As.Hemldy. 1 fully realise the responsibility 
of the oihce wliieh I have lieeii culled upgn this evening to assume. 1 also 
realise the onerous tusk which 1 shall have to discharge in thi.s House and 
in that I shall always look forward tor your co-opcration ; 1 am encouraged 
by the fact that tlie Hon’hle Leader of the House and the Leader of the 
Opposition and leaders ot other groups have assured me of their wliole- 
lieaiied ('o-opeiation in tiie disehurge of my duties. I am conscious (d the 
fact iliat this exalted position and dignified office was occupied by !mifi\ 
illustrious sons of Hengnl and I shall always try to follow the tradition'* 
of my predecessors and also build up new conventions which will be aoith 
following. I am new to thi.s House us has been mentioio'd by more than 
one speaker here and in that 1 shall always require >our assistance. 
c<f-operatioii and guidance. I find around me man\ vctioan ]»arliamcntaT i.in^ 
and experienced lawNers who will, 1 iKqie ami trust, always give me j 4 <'od 
counsel and guide me in those ])oints on ulinli I rcijiuTt* as.si^t.^nce. 1 can 
assure \ou, ladies .ind genllemeii, that in discharging inv duties my bc'«t 
cmleavimr will he to hidd the xniles even ami to protect th«‘ rights ot evt‘n 
individual member and also the rights of every ])ail\ however small i 
minority it shall be. ((’lies of “Hear, hear”.) 

iiadies and gentlemen, you have already heanl that 1 am new to llos 
House and in that I shall have to do some unluous work in getting m\sfll 
compietedy prepared to discharge my duties, and I hope that it will not be 
a vei\ diificult task to get hold of the procedure that 1 shall have to follow 
ill this House. 

Once more I thank \ou for the honour you have done me today. 
(Applause. ) 

Election of Deputy Speaker. 


Mr. SPEAKER: We shall now jjnx’eed with the election of l)et>u;y 
Speaker of this House. The following candidates have been duly noumialed 
ivir the othce of Deputy Speaker: — • 


Khun Bahadur Mudussir Hossain, i xr *i‘ 

Mr. 'rufiiKKul Ali p^iposed by Mr. Abdul Karim and seconded by Mr. All 
Ahmed Khun ; and ^ , 

Mr. Pramatha Banian Thakur proposed by Khan Bahadur Syed 
Maliunimad Afzal ami secondeu by Khan Sahib Hateni Ally. 


Since then I have received notice of wdlUdrawal from Khan Bahadur 
* Muduasir Hoaaain. 

The Aeeembly will now proceed with the elt*otion of Deimty Speaker. 

In the caae of ballotting for the Dejnity Speaker, the following procedure 
will b« adopted, via.:— • 

(1) Members on the west side of the House, west of the gangway are 
requested to vote in the west lobby nnd those sitting on the other 
ame in the east lobby. 
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‘ (2) Six ballot boxes and six screened places hsTe bean firondsd in each 
of tbe division lobbies, to enable a member to record bis eote 
screened from obseiration. 

(3) Each member will be g^iven his ballot paper as he passes the ooimter 

in the lobby. 

(4) Members are rec^uested to indicate their preference on the ballot 

paper by ibarking a cross a^inst the name of the candidate for 
whom they wish to vote. They should not sign or initial the 
ballot paper. 

The ballot boxes are here in the Chamber and any member wishing to 
examine tbem may kindly do so now. 

(Pause.) 

The ballot boxes have been placed near the doors leading to the lobbies 
and ballotting may commence now. 

(Voting proceeded.) 

Order» order. Members will please take their seats. Members who arc 
willing to vote hut have not yet voted will kindly go to the ballot boxes 
and record their votes. Is there any member who has not done soP 

(Pause.) 

The voting is closed. (Pause.) The ballot ha.** beiMi taken and (he 
resijJt of the voting is as follows : — 

%JjMr, Pramatha Runjan Thakur — 99. 

-iMr. Tafaezal Ali — 130. 

Two votes have been rejected, 

Mr. Tufazzai Ali who has got the majont) of votes is der)are<l tdected 
a.s Deputy Speaker ot the Bengal Legislative Asstonbly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 offer to 

the Deputy Speaker ni\ heartiest eongratulations on the office to which he 
haj^eeii elevated. He has already, Sir, made his mark as an lulvocate in 
the High ('ourl and has shown signs (»f a promising career. I am sure, Sir, 
that he will be able to remler to you all tbe assistance that you maj' need. 
And when we shall have the pleasure of seeing him occupying the ( hair, I 
am certain that he will carry <m the traditions of fairness and justice with 
which the Chair is ilecorated. I congratulate him, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Spi^aker, Sir. i on behalf of 
the Congress Party rise to offer my warmest congratulations to my friend. 
Mr. Tafazzal Ali, on bis election as Deputy Speaker of tliis House. I have 
come to know him for some time past, lie is a resident of the subdivision 
Jo which I belong. He i.s new to thi.s office but he has got some experience 
because he was a member of the diMlrict Inmrd as well as of the local Isiurd, 

and he was my colleague in the local board. I know that he will W fully 

aHve to the responsibility of the otfice to which he has been cdeviited today, 
I beg to remind him that the resjwmsibility of the Speaker and of the Deputv 
Speaker is more than that of a judge. The .fudge has to record his reasons 
for his decisions but the Speaker or the Deputy Spuker has not to ref;orl 
his reasons for his decision^. So his responsibility is greater than that of a 
Judge. (A member fnmi the Muslim l^eague lUmches: A Small Can**e 
Court Judge.) My friend says a Small Cause Court Judge. A Small 
Cause Court Jud^e has great responsibility jwrform but the task of the 
Dt^uty Speaker is greater, the task is harder in view of the fact that 
poutioally he is affiliated to a party, but he will have to shad his political 

consideration in the disehkrge of his duties. It is very difficult for a perstm 

to do so but 1 am sure that he will rise above party consideration and in the 
diaobarge of bis duties he will do so impartially and with the dignity of tha 
office to which he has been elevated today. 1 congratulate my friend on his 
•lection as tbe Deputy Speaker of the Assembly: 



to 


PBOBOQATION, 


[Um Mat, I9^k 


Mr* Ot CLAOOIfiCs Mr. Speaker^ on behaii of the European Qrui^, 
poor penniMioE, I wieh to tender onr congratulations to Mr. TafauC^ 
Ali >m his appointment as Deputy Speaker. I think he was here when 1 
offered my congratulations to you, and everything I said with regard to your 
own responsibility and the way in which we shall look up to you for the 
proper discharge ot your duties also applies to your deputy. I am glad 
to hear of his aualiBcations for the post and that he' has already done so 
much in public life that gives promise of bis success in his new office. It 
will he up to him, more than any other member of this House, to be in 
regular attendance, because he must always be on the spot to hll your place 
in emergency. So we look forward to seeing his face regularly whenever 
we enter this House. We wish him success. 

Mr. dYOTI BASUs Mr. Speaker, 1 offer my sincerest congratulations 
to tiie Deputy Speaker for his appointment. Of course I do not know him 
personally at all, I have just heard about him from the Hon' hie 
Mr. Suhrawnrdy and I am sure that he will also discharge his duties and 
responsibilities with justice and fairness. 

Mr. L. R. RENTON Y: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Anglo-Indians 
and Indian Christians I offer our sincerest congratulations to Mr. Tufa/^u! 
Ali on Ins elevation to the office of Deputy Speaker. Sir, 1 congratulate 
him. 

Khan Bahadur NURAZZAMAN: I iudies and gentlemen, 1 most heartily 
and respecttully congratulate Mr. Tafazzal Ali on his election to the high 
office of Di^iuty Speaker. He i.s a promising young man and a luu\\er of 
the Calcutta High Court and we trust and hope that he will lie alive to the 
duties and responsibilities of the Deputy Speaker. I believe the posts of 
Speaker and the Deput) Speaker are us honourable and dignified as tlie posi- 
tion of a Minister. We pray for liis long life and wish him success. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity of thank- 
ing the ladies and gentlemen present on the floor of the House for kindly 
electing me as the Deputy Speaker of this Assembly. I also thanla^e 
different leaders and members of the parties who have said some kind words 
about me. I fully realise that 1 do not deserve all that has l>een said about 
me by my esteemed leader, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. I also 
realise that he has some innate weakness for me because I had the privilege 
of working as junior to Mr. Suhrawardy in the Appellate Side of the Calcutta 
High Court. Anyhow, i appreciate the spirit in which my leader and other 
gentlemen of this House have kindly spoken about me. 

My esteemed friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta has referred to my party 
affiliation. Sir, 1 have indeed my party affiliation, in fact, 1 tkiiik 1 cannot 
dream of my existence on the tfbor of this House without affiliation to 3!?y 
party. At the same time, Sir, I can assure all membw of this House that 
when 1 am called upon to preside over the delibesstions of this House, 1 
will do my duty without any fear or favour, witkonf remembering affiliation 
to any party to which I may have the privile^fe to belong. It is true I have 
this affiliation, at the same time I have this confidence in me that when 
1 am placed in a position from where I have to dispense justice, I am capable 
of forgetting all other considerations. 

I thank again all the membera of this House through you, Sir, for show- 
ing me this kindness in eboting me Deputy Speaker of this I^egislative 
Assembly. 



Mr. BRiAKIRt Order, order. I have it in command from His 
IbcoellsAOT tke Governor that the Bengal Legislative Assembly db stand 
l^rbfogW. 












